Chapter 3

TheThirties

The Northeastern Provincewas established on December 30, 1930. The Northeastern
Province consisted of an alumni chapter and four active chapters. The active chapters were
Epsilon, Lambda, Omicron, and Chi. The sole alumni chapter was Philadel phiaAlumni.

TheGreat Depression of theThirties

The stock market crash came on “Black Tuesday,” October 29, 1929. Sixteen million
sharesof stock changed handson that day. By theend of 1929, the market had declined invalue
somefifteen billiondollars. At thecloseof theyear 1931, stock losseswereestimated at fifty
billiondollars. Thegreatest American depression began.

The economic condition of the country had a definite effect on the growth of the
Northeastern Province. Theonly chapter chartered during the thirtieswasNew York Alumni
in 1937. Thefocus of the Northeastern Province during this period was to maintain existing
chapters.

Northeastern Province PolemarchsduringtheThirties

James Egert Allen of Omicronwasappointed thefirst Northeastern Province Polemarch.
Heservedin 1930. Harcourt A. Tynes of Omicron was appointed second Northeastern Province
Polemarch by the then Grand Polemarch A. Moore Shearin. He served from 1930 until 1933

At the 23" Grand Chapter meeting inAugust 1933, then Grand Polemarch Jerome Peters
appointed JamesE. Allen of New York City to the position of Northeastern Province Polemarch
with jurisdiction over chapterslocated in New York, NY; Philadel phia, PA; Baltimore, MD;
Washington, DC; and Durham, NC. Heservedin thiscapacity for oneyear and was appoi nted
Northeastern Province Polemarch in 1934 where he served until 1936. Thethird Northeastern
Province Polemarch, 1. T. Donaldson of New York Alumni, served from 1936 until 1939.

Northeastern Province CouncilsintheThirties

During the 1930s, the Northeastern Province Council Megtingswereheldinthecity where
the Northeastern Polemarchlived. Sinceall of the Northeastern Province Polemarchsduring this
decaderesidedin New York City, it followsthat al Province Council Meetingwereheldin New
York City. These meetings provided an opportunity for Kappasin the Northeastern Provinceto
get together, discuss and plan the new directions of the Northeastern Province; however, the
primary focus of these meetingswas maintaining the status quo.

Chaptersof theThirties

December 4, 1915 Epsilon May 25, 1921 Philadel phiaAlumni
February 20, 1920 Lambda Februaryl15, 1924 Chi
February 27, 1921 Omicron February 20, 1937 New York Alumni

62



EPSILON

Lincoln University
Chartered December 4, 1915

History of Epsilon

The Epsilon chapter, the first active chapter of the Northeastern Province, was estab-
lished at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, on December 4, 1915. The memberswereE. R.
Davis - Polemarch, P. T. Nolte - Vice Polemarch, J. H. Alston - Keeper of Records, S. E..
Robertson - Keeper of the Exchequer, andA. E. Henry, J. W. Killingsworth, L. Tillery, W. J.
Dabney, L. S. Hart, J. H. Scott, W. J. Delph, B. E. Moore, T. M. Selden, H. H. Smith, E. H.
Walker, and H. G. Ridgley, Jr. Hereagain, KappaAlphaPs performed aserviceto the students
and the schoal.

Members of the Epsilon Chapter arestill visibleleadersat Lincoln University. Chap-
ter members have served as President of the Student Government Association, President of the
Pan Hellenic Council, and Homecoming King. Thechapter hasa so participated in the 'Philadel -
phia Cares Day of Community Service and the Philadel phiaAIDS Walk. Ongoing commu-
nity service projects include campus tours for prospective students, a clothing/food drive,
volunteering at local hospitals and aregular campus cleanup.

Levell Alexander, Michadl Gary, Shawn Harris and James
Ross Take aBreak at Lincoln University
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LAMBDA

Temple University
Chartered February 20, 1920

History of Lambda

The Lambda Chapter was established February 20, 1920 at Temple University. B. H.
Brown, a high-ranking student of dentistry, became the Chapter’s first Polemarch. Other
members were F. L. Brown and G. W. Clinton, standout dental students; C. S. Wooding,
referredtoasa” sadlite’ inmedicing; A. S. Hawkins, one of the best studentsinthe pharmacy; B.
C. Calloway of Penn. State University; and Norman Glenn, apharmacist who had performed
creditably asalieutenant in World War 1.

Members according to the Annual Report for the fiscal year ending February 27, 1920:
Felton L. Brown
Bernard C. Caloway
G W. Clinton
B. H. Dillard
NormanGlenn
A. S. Hawkins
Cornelius C. Wooding



OMICRON

Columbia University
Chartered February 27, 1921

AswrittenintheFEBRUARY 1956 KAPPA JOURNAL

Omicron CelebratesIts35th Anniversary

On February 27, 1956, Omicron Chapter will havereached itsthirty-fifth year of service
tothenobleclan of KappaAlphaPs. Thirty-five yearsago ten young men, al studentsattending
ColumbiaUniversity, becameintimatefriends. From that friendship aroseagreater desiretoform
some sort of group that would embody theideasand aimsof these studentsand would unitethem
into acloser bond. Among those aspiring young menwerethree K gppas. C. Udd| Turpinwho had
comefromthe University of Illinois, and “GasBoy” Ridgely and C. Jackson who hailed fromthe
environsof Lincoln University. Thesethreemen knew and felt that essentially theaimsand ideas of
their fellow students- fellowship, scholarship and brotherly lovewerein accord with thosetenets
of KappaAlphaPsi.

First Officers

On thetwenty-seventh of February in 1921, A. W. Tucker, C. F. Foushee, W. L. Davis,
Deaver P. Young, W. J. Levy, H. Hayden and E. M. Wood, wereinitiated into the sacred real m of
KappaAlphaPsi. These neophytes along with Turpin, Ridgely and Jackson then became the
charter membersof Omicron Chapter. Thefirst officers of the new chapter were C. U. Turpin,
Polemarch; A. W. Tucker, Vice-Polemarch; E. M. Wood, Exchequer; Deaver P. Young, K eeper
of Records; W. J. Levy, Strategus.

Today Omicron Chapter standsasamonument to there-affirmation of faith and ideasthat
our charter memberssubscribed to inthose early days of the chapter’ sbeginning. Thefundamenta
purpose of Achievement in Omicron Chapter throughout the years has becomeana ogousto the
namesof JamesEgert Allen, William Chisholm, Jimmie Lunceford, Aaron Douglas, John Perry,
Ernest L. Dimitry, Arthur A, Schomburg, Allen Morton, James Jones, Paul Crawford, Albert
Oliver, and many other stalwart brotherswhose namesat onetimeor another havebeenlisted on
themembership scroll of the chapter. Omicron duringitsthirty-fiveyearsof servicetothefraternity
has been host to the Grand Conclavetwice, oncein 1925, and againin 1935. Thechapter hashad
listed amongitsrank during those yearsfour Grand Chapter officersand nofewer thanten officers
of the Northeastern Province, Theincumbent Senior Grand Vice-Polemarch, Grand Strategus,
and Northeast Provincial Polemarch are or, were members of Omicron Chapter. Members of
Omicron founded the New York and Brooklyn Alumni Chapters, and, several of these same
brotherswere quiteinstrumental in helping DeltaMu and A sbury Park- NeptuneAlumni, the
“baby” chaptersof thefraternity, receivetheir chartersfrom the Grand Chapter.

Nothing Desired

Inthe socid arena, Omicron hasleft nothing to bedesired. In 1930, the chapter founded
theKappaKarnival. Last year, theNew York Alumni presented the 25th Kappa Karnival to be
heldin New York. Omicron a so becamethefirst chapter of any fraternity to sponsor theannua
KappaM oonlight Boat Ride, atradition which has continued now for eight years.

At present there are twenty-eight active brothersin Omicron. Located in New York
Alumni and BrooklynAlumni aretwenty-five Omicron men who have given twenty yearsor more
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OMICRON

of servicetothelr fraternity. The brothersof Omicron areproud of their accomplishments. Among
the school srepresented in the makeup of Omicron areHarvard, Columbia, CCNY, Yale, Hunter,
Brooklyn, and Queens Colleges, St. Francis, Pace and Pratt Colleges, LIU and NY U. In recent
years Omicron hasdistinguished itself throughout the City withitsGUIDE RIGHT program for
junior high school students, itscharitableKiddieKarniva, the Black and White Coronationforma
inMay;, itsspring recitals, and | ast year, itsfirst fashion show. Two yearshave seenthefirst and the
second K appaQueen of Omicron Chapter chosen. Thehonor hasgoneto Miss Theresa Patterson
and MissMarie Johnston respectively.
A LongTime

Thirty-fiveyearsisalong time, and to celebrate this auspiciousoccasion of itsfounding,
thebrothersof Omicronaregivingtheir first Anniversary Banquet to commemorate those years of
achievement and to honor their charter members, who though few in number, areeternally their
guidesin Phi Nu Phi. The banquet will take place on February 25, 1956 at the Hotel Theresa
Skyline Room with over ahundred brothersin attendance. Once again the old and new members
of Omicron Chapter will beableto uniteinthefraterna bond of brotherhood and fellowship.
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PHILADELPHIA ALUMNI

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Chartered May 25, 1921

History of Philadelphia Alumni

The Philadelphia Alumni Chapter was the first alumni chapter of the Northeastern
Province. The chapter was authorized in 1921 and chartered on May 25, 1922 under the
auspices of Founder of KappaAlphaPs Frater nity John Milton Lee. Thecharter members
of the Philadel phiaAlumni Chapter were Brothers Edward H. Smyrl, Felton L. Brown, Harry
Ashley, Bernard C. Calloway, George W. Clinton, Benjamin H. Dillard, Norman L. Glenn,
William E. Griffin, Alvin S. Hawks and CorneliusWooding. These brotherswere all graduates
of Temple University. Brother Dr. John P. Turner wasthefirst elected Polemarchin 1922 —
23, following Founder John Milton Lee who was the interim Polemarch. The Philadelphia
Alumni Chapter takes note of memberswho have been honored or elected on the international
leve:

The Philadel phia Alumni Chapter has been one of the host chaptersfor three Grand
Chapter Conclaves: the Twentieth Grand Chapter Conclave held in 1930 where Brother A.
M oore Shearin wasinstalled asthe seventh Grand Chapter Polemarch; the Forty-ninth Grand
Chapter Conclave held in 1959 under the auspices of Brother C. Rodger Wilson; and the 72
Grand Chapter Conclave held in 1995. Executive Director Richard Lee Snow was the
Polemarch of the PhiladelphiaAlumni Chapter during thisperiod. In addition, the Philadelphia
Alumni Chapter had approximately 70 financial members with 50 years or more of active
serviceto KappaAlpha Ps Fraternity, Inc.

Prior to 1951, the Philadel phiaAlumni Chapter held itsmonthly meetingsin the private
homes of brothers who served as hosts. On May 23, 1951, acommittee of membersfound a
property at 1007 Belmont Avenuewhich the Chapter purchased for seventhousand dollars. The
building was sold afew yearslater and the Chapter started holding itsmeetingsintheY MCA at
52 and Sansom, but alack of privacy forced the chapter toleave. The next meeting location was
the Heritage House on North Broad Street, but thiswas ahigh crimeareaand next to the meeting
location of thelocal chapter of the Black Panthers, which created atense atmospherein and
around the area. The Chapter then held its meetings at the New Holsey Christian Methodist
Church at 5300 Germantown Avenue. A plethoraof incidentsforced the Chapter to moveits
meeting | ocation to an assortment of hotelsand community centers.

In 1995, the Chapter purchased afacility inthe historic Germantown section of Philaddphia.
Thisbuilding, which hasbeen named theA chievement Center, isnow hometodl of the Philadd phia
Alumni Chapter’sactivities.
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PHILADELPHIA ALUMNI

In 1999, Brother Dr. Melvin
Jackson was presented with
the Elder Watson Diggs
Award during the 74" Grand
Chapter ConclaveinAtlanta,
Georgia. Brother Dr.
Jackson was the 23
Polemarch of the
Philadd phiaAlumni Chapter,
leading the chapter from
1988 to 1990.

SR

Philadelphia Senior Kappas after a recent health seminar - 1999
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CHI

Boston University
Chartered February 15, 1924

History of Chi

On February 15, 1924, the Grand Chapter was petitioned for achapter at Boston University.
Within ten hoursafter the credentialswerereceived, Chi Chapter had its beginning with Maceo
Hubbard of Harvard Law School as Polemarch. Other members were Julian Evans, Boston
University Law School VicePolemarch; Courtney Dooley, Massachusetts Ingtitute of Technology
- Keeper of Records; Theodore Nathaniel D. Scott, Boston University Law School - Strategus, J.
Logan Jenkins, formerly of Tufts- Lieutenant Strategus; and John Hunter of the Massachusetts
Ingtitute of Technology. The Chapter waswell received in Boston and withinamonth had initiated
Clifford Crawford, astudent at Tufts.

The Kappa Alpha Psi Journal April 1983
The past two semesters found Chi Chapter extremely busy with community projectsin the greater
Boston area. Thisfall, and continuing through the spring, the Chapter kicked off a successful
tutorial program at the Western Avenue Baptist Church in Cambridge, MA. For its service, the
Chapter was honored by the church and was asked to continue the program.

Also, following the directive of Grand Polemarch Robert L. Gordon, the Chapter stepped
up itsinvolvement with the Big Brother Association. M ost members have taken "little brothers'
under their wings.

The Chapter also raised over $1,000 for the Minority Recruitment Program of the Big
Brothers Association by way of the "Kappa-Thon '83" Brotherhood Run. Thiswas a 24-hour relay
run by ten members of the Chapter. Donations were raised on agoal of 200 miles at a penny per
mile. Brothers and Sweethearts braved cold, rainy weather for 24 long hours and surpassed their
200-milegoal asall Brothersand "little brothers® joined infor thefinal mile.

For the effort in this unique event, M assachusetts Governor Michael S. Dukakiswill honor
Chi Chapter with astate citation for outstanding community service.

Chi Chapter also plansto initiate a college chapter of the NAACP at Northeastern and
help with their membership and voter registration drives.

Individual achieversinclude Keith Clinkscales election as Treasurer of UMOJA, the
Black student union at Boston University and Vernon Nichols' election as president of the Inter-
Fraternal/Sorority Council alsothere..

At Northeastern, Eric Jean was elected vice president of the Inter-Fraternal Council,
Tony Robinson is editor-in-chief of the Onyx-Informer, the Black student newspaper at NU; Mark
Meredithisthe Managing Editor.

Richard Hart was awarded the Chapter’s scholastic achievement award with a GRPA. of
3.6 and is also afounding member of the Northeastern University Black Business Student Society
with Monte Ford and Greg Thomas. Hart also was honored by the African-American Ingtitute at
Northeastern for being the Black senior with the highest cumulative average. He was nhamed to
Who's Who Among College Students and is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.
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NEW YORK ALUMNI

New York, New York
Chartered February 20, 1937

History of New York Alumni

New York Alumni Chapter of KappaAlphaPs Frater nity, | nc. was chartered February
20, 1937, under the sponsorship of the Province Polemarch, Brother 1. T. Donadson, with the
cooperation of anumber of brothers, including BrothersErnest L. Dimitry, ThomasHocuitt, Ernest
Wood, H. Taft Thompson, Robert “ Si” Jones, Othello Broadnax, William Bryant, Samued Walker,
JamesB. Hardy, J. Douglas Serrell, John Perry, Marion Griffin, James“Chum” Reid, Walter I.
Delph, Anthony G Featherston, Rudol ph Scott, Nathaniel Scott, Enzel Smith, Leroy Payne, Robert
H. Watson, Harcourt Tynes, George“Pat” Tynes, C.L. Heyliger, Laurence Hunt, Migud Houchen,
Floyd Mourning, Chauncy Cox, Thomas Gorgas, Roosevelt Hammond, Robert Stevens, Von
Dickerson, Frank Wheder, William Atkinson, E. K. Jones, Leroy Lowery, G Victor Cools, Elihue
Packard, Hubert Carter, John Silvera, Roy Ferguson and Irving Hamer. Many of these brothers
weretheorigind gponsorsof theK gopaK ostumeKarniva which becamethe uniqueand outstanding
NY Fdl Bdl, now cdledtheAnnuad Krimsonand Kream Ball. New York Alumni’sfirst Polemarch
was Brother Irving Hamer. The Keeper of Records was Brother Robert “Si” Jones and the
Keeper of Exchequer was Brother H. Taft Thompson. In the early stages of the chapter’s
incorporation there wasno regular meeting place. Brothersmet at local Y MCA's, ElksHome,
basement room at 135" Street and a so at the homes of Brothers Dimitry and Delphi. The most
prominent issue ontheminds of Brotherswasthelonging desireto haveaKappaKastle. Brother
Donadson put up thefirst five dollars. Thiswasthe start of the fund to buy ahouse. Brother
Donal dson encouraged the chapter to allocate aportion of their duesfor thisfund aswell. The
fund received itsgreatest impetusfrom theAnnua KappaKruisebeganin 1950. In 1952 the boat
ride netted $12,500, which was placed into the bank along with each subsequent net profit. In
1959 the brothers’ hard work and dreams paid off. With aloan from Carver Federal Bank of
$12,500 the deal was solidified and the purchase of afour-story brownstone at 472 W. 141
Street in Harlem, New York was made. The mortgage was burned during the administration of
Brother Oliver Parsons, thus, thetitleof Polemarch Emerituswasbestowed upon him. The Kappa
Kastlesufferedamagor fireintheearly 1990s. Thefirst and second floorswere severely damaged.
With the support of the brothers, however, the chapter has compl etely refurbi shed and renovated
the property.

Reclamation hasawaysbeen an important issuefor the chapter. Under Brother R. Duke
Marshdl, thefourth Reclamation Committeereclaimed more brothersthan at any other time. The
chapter received recognition for thisat the Detroit Conclavein 1982. Thereisan ongoing Guide
Right program. The chapter sponsorsatutorial program at Salem Methodist Church. Inthe
spring of 1996, the Fredrick Douglass K appalL eague madethefirst Historically Black College
Tour, vigiting school s such Hampton University, Howard University, and Morgan State University.
During Halloween and Christmasthereare children’s parties given which are anticipated by the
neighborhood theentireyear. Brothersalso donate giftsto the children during the Christmasparty.
Under the state’s Not-For-Profit laws, New York Alumni established the Reginald Lewis
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NEW YORK ALUMNI

Scholarship Foundationin 1992. The Scholarship Foundation givesat least five scholarshipsto

college bound young men every year at itsannua scholarship luncheon. Sinceitsinception, the
Foundati on has given away morethan $250,000.

i i

Honors Dr. Calvin Butts— 2001

-

New York Alumni
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